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Arise! Awake! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 

SRI RAMAKRISHNA ANSWERS 

Question (posed by himself) : ‘Do you know why God incarnates Himself as a 
man?’ 

# • 

Sri Ramakrishna : ‘It is because through a human body one can hear His 

words. He sports through it. He tastes divine bliss through a human body. 
But through His other devotees, God manifests only a small part of Himself. 
A devotee is like something you get a little juice from after much sucking— 
like a flower you get a drop of honey from after much sucking.” 

Question (posed by himself) : ‘But what ami?’ 

Sri Ramakrishna : ‘It is all He. I am the machine and He is its Operator. 
It is God alone who exists in this [meaning his body]. That is why so many 
people are feeling more and more attracted to it. A mere touch is enough 
to awaken their spirituality. This attraction, this pull, is the attraction of 
God and of none else. 

- ‘Tarak of Belgharia was going home from Dakshineswar. I clearly noticed 
that a flame-like thing came out of this [meaning his body] and followed him. 

A few days later Tarak came back to Dakshineswar. In a state of samadhi 

• • • 

He who dwells in this body placed His foot on Tarak’s chest. 

‘Well, are there more youngsters like these ?’ 

M : ‘Mohit is very nice. He came to you once or twice. He is studying 
enough books to pass two university examinations. He has great longing 
for God.V 

Sri Ramakrishna: ‘That may be. But he doesn’t belong to a high plane. 
His physical traits are not so good ; he has a puggish face. But these other 
youngsters belong to a high plane. 

‘Many troubles and worries follow in the wake of a birth in a physical 
body. Further, if a person is cursed, he may have to be bom seven times* 
One must be very careful. One has to assume a human body if one cherishes 
the slightest desire.’ 

Question (asked by a devotee): ‘What are the desires of those who are Incarna- 
tions of God V 
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Sri Ramakrishna (smiling): ‘I find that I have not got rid of my desires. 
Once I saw a holy man with a shawl, and I too wanted to put on one 
like it. Even now I have that desire. I don’t know whether I shall have to 
be born again for it/ 

Balaram (smiling): ‘Then will you be born again just for a shawl?’ 

Sri Ramakrishna: ‘One has to keep a good desire so that one may give 
up the body meditating on it- There are four holy places for the sadhus to 
visit. They visit three and leave out one. Many of them leave out Puri, the 
place of Jagannath, so that they can give up their bodies meditating on 
Jagannath/ 

Question (asked by Dr. Sarkar): ‘But can one retain Perfect Knowledge per- 
manently ? You say that all is God. Then why have you taken up this pro- 
fession of a paramahamsa ? And why do these people attend on you ? Why 
don’t you keep silent ?’ 

Sri Ramakrishna: ‘Water is water whether it is still or moves or breaks 
into waves. 

‘I must tell you something else. Why should I not listen to the “mahut 
Narayana” ? The guru had taught his disciple that everything was Narayana. 
A mad elephant was coming toward the disciple, but he did not move away 
since he believed the guru’s words. He thought that the elephant was Nara- 
yana. The mahut shouted to him: “Get away! Get away!” But the 

disciple did not move. The elephant picked him up and threw him to the 
ground. The disciple was not quite dead ; when his face was sprinkled with 
water he regained consciousness. Being asked why he had not moved away, 
he said : “Why should I ? The guru said, ‘Everything is Narayana.’ ” “But, 
my child,” said the Guru, “why didn’t you listen to the words of the mahut 
Narayana ?” 

‘It is God who dwells within as the Pure Mind and Pure Intelligence. I 

s 

am the machine and He is its Operator. I am the house and He is the 
Indweller. It is God who is the mahut Narayana/ 

Doctor: ‘Let me ask you something. Why do you ask me to cure your 
illness ?’ 

Sri Ramakrishna : ‘I talk that way as long as I am conscious of the “jar*’ 
of the “ego”. Think of a vast ocean filled with water on all sides. A jar is 
immersed in it. There is water both inside and outside the jar ; but the 
water does not become one unless the jar is broken. It is God who has kept 
this “jar” of the “ego” in me/ 




